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We hold these truths to be self

-evident,

t hat al | men are created

1776

Declaration of Independence
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lhave a dream that one day
boys and black girls will be able to join

hands with little white boys and white girls

and walk together as sisters and brothers.

Martin  Luther King, Jr (1963)
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Racial & Ethnic Disparities
Infant Mortality, 2013

Deaths Per 1,000 Live Births

Non-Hispanic Black Non-Hispanic White
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Racial & Ethnic Disparities
Low Birth Weight < 2500g
2013

~ercent of Live birtns

NCHS 2015

Non-Hispanic Black Non-Hispanic White
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Racial & Ethnic Disparities
Very Low Birth Weight <15009g
2013

Percent of Live Births
2.96

Non-Hispanic Black Non-Hispanic White
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Racial & Ethnic Disparities
Preterm Births < 37 weeks, 2013

~ercent or Live birtns

NCHS 2015

10.2

Non-Hispanic Black




Racial & Ethnic Disparities
Very Preterm Births < 32 Weeks, 2013
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Racial & Ethnic Disparities
Infant Mortality, 2005, 2013

Mon-Hispanic  American
black Indian or
Alaska native’
nen-Hispanic: origin.
.gm._m jm;-l:#h.-:en 2005 and 2013

Puero Rican MNon-Hispanic

white

B 2005 I 2013

Central and Asian or Cuban
South Pacific
American Islander?

Mexican
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Racial & Ethnic Disparities
Causes of Infant Deaths, 2013

B Birth Defects
OPreterm/LBW
B SIDS

NCHS 2015

| | | - |
African Native Hispanic  Asian/PI White
American American




Why?



Genetics?
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Genetics?
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Birth weight distribution of Africanborn blacks is more closely related to Ufern
whites than to USborn blacks

African-born blacks
+ LS. -bhorn blacks
w LS. -born whitas
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Davl xJ, Collins JW. Differing birth weight among infants of U.S. - born blacksy:MRGas sevedd@itRraion
blacks, and U.S. -born whites. N Engl J Med. 1997 Oct 23;337(17):1209 -14.




Behavior?



Maternal Smoking?

Percént of Women Who Reported Smoking During pregnancy

African American

NCHS 2002
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Maternal Smoking?

ant Deaths Per 1,000 Live Births

African American Non-Smokers White American Smokers
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Prenatal Care?



Prenatal Care?

African Native Hispanic  Asian/PI White
American American NCHS 2002




Prenatal Care?

t Deaths Per 1,000 Live Births

African Americans First White Americans First
Trimester Prenatal Care Trimester Prenatal Care
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Prenatal Care?

Infarit| Deaths Per 1,000 Live Births

African Americans First White Americans Prenatal
Trimester Prenatal Care Care After 1st Trimester or
None
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SES?



Racial & Ethnic Disparities
Infant Mortality & Education

African

American :
African

14.1 American

Hispanic

Infant Mortality 12 or More Years of School




SES?

t Deaths Per 1,000 Live Births

African Americans 16+ years White Americans <9 years of
of schooling schooling
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Multiple
Risk
Factors?



Do o Do Io D>

Racial and Ethnic Disparities

Multiple Determinants of Birth Outcomes
Shiono et al AJPH 1997
Controlled for 46 risk factors (demographic characteristics, medical risks,

f SOSt 2F ftAQAYy3IAS LAEOK2ft23A0I X 3

236 g mean birthweight difference between African Americans & whites
remained

Maternal age, smoking, BMI, housing & locus of control only significant
covariates

46 risk factors explained less than 10% of variation in birthweight
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Life Course Perspective
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Life-Course Perspective

A A way of looking at life not as disconnected
stages, but as an integrated continuum



